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In This Issue 
• Around Town With Gary 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Knight of the Month 

• Membership Promotion 

• Many misc. items 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday Weekly Rosary 

Saturday Weekly Communion 

SPCR 

2nd & 4th Sunday Communion 

SJN 

 

December 

12/13 Keep Christ in 
Christmas poster 

contest & Drive-By-

Santa 

12/14 Membership Mtg-SPCR 

12/24 Christmas Outdoor 

SVC- SJN 

12/25 Christmas Outdoor 

SVC- SJN 

 

January 

01/04 Ladies Auxiliary 

01/04 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

01/11 Membership Mtg -TBD 

 

February 

02/01 Ladies Auxiliary 

02/01 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

02/08 Membership Mtg -TBD 

02/26  Pie Sales – After Mass 
02/27  Pie Sales – After Mass 

 

March 

03/01 Ladies Auxiliary 

03/01 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

03/07  Pie Sales – After Mass 

03/08 Membership Mtg -TBD 

03/12  Pie Set-Up – SPCR 

03/13  Pie Production - SPCR 

 

 AROUND TOWN WITH GARY 

 

Brother Knights, 

It’s hard to believe that 2020 is coming to an end.  For some of us, 

this is the best time of the year; whether it’s college or pro football, 

Black Friday or just the reason for the season.  A couple weeks ago 

we celebrated Thanksgiving Day, then moved into Advent which will prepare us for 

Christmas.  How different it is this year!   

Speaking of Thanksgiving, I don’t know about your household but what is typically a 

family event in our household turned into a family-less holiday; quieter-yes, less 

hectic-yes, better-no.  I don’t know about you, but I am not a fan of the “Zoom family 

get together” as the new normal.  Apparently with the new phase 3 conditions, how 

sad that Christmas will likely bring more of the same.   

As usual, December is a busy time for our Council.  In addition to our SJN/SPCR 

Outdoor Communion Services, we will hold a new Drive-By-Santa/Keep Christ in 

Christmas poster contest event Sunday Dec 13 at SPCR Church.  Proper safe distancing 

protocols will be in place.  SJN has asked for our assistance with Christmas Eve/Day 

parking.  We need help at all of these events so please go to our event signup page 

on our Council website to sign-up.  See a complete list of events in this issue.    

With 2020 coming to an end, many of our events during the year were cancelled or 

limited in scope.  However, we accomplished quite a bit within the limits dictated by 

the fluid Covid rules. I want to thank the many members who brought opportunities 

to the Council and to the many that volunteered to make a difference.  With that said, 

there are still a number of projects being discussed to help support our community in 

its time of need.  So stay tuned for more information as it becomes available.  If you 

have new ideas for programs, feel free to bring them to the Council. 

On November 15 at St. Patrick Crane Road Church, many Knights and family members 

attended the Beatification Celebration Mass of our founder, now Blessed Fr. Michael J. 

McGivney.  The Mass led by our Worthy Chaplain Fr. Kladar, was a really beautiful 

event.  Fr Kladar highlighted the life of our Founder and purpose and mission of the 

Knights of Columbus.  A very big thank you to Father Kladar making this a very 

meaningful event and thank you to all Knights who shared in this experience.  

Our December membership meeting is traditionally our annual social event co-hosted 

with the Ladies Auxiliary.  Instead we will have a virtual Membership meeting.  January 

will mostly likely be virtual as well.  Even if you have not attended a meeting recently, 

or never attended a meeting, log-on and join us.   
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New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree virtual 

dates available on demand 

 
TBD Virtual 4th Degree 

Exemplification 

 

Council Officers 
Grand 
Knight Gary Stopka 

Chaplain Fr. John 
Kladar 

Deputy 
Grand 
Knight 

Greg 
Sengstock 

Chancellor 
Roman 
Seckel 

Recorder 
Chris 

Vonderhaar 

Financial 
Secretary 

Bill Roth 

Treasurer John R Blake 

Advocate John Blozis 

Warden Jose Philip 

Guard Jeff Bowgren 

Guard David Richter 

Trustee 
(3 Year) 

Hank Brill 

Trustee 
(2 Year) 

Paul 
Clementi 

Trustee 
(1 Year) 

Jim Gebhardt 

District 
Deputy 

Keith 
Williams 

Field Agent 
Matt Kling 

9995-800 380  

  

 
Council 

Directors 

 

  
Membership 

Director 
 

Marty Kleker 

Faith  

Director 
Ed Kramer 

 
Community 

Director 
 

Jim 
McNamara 

Council 
Director 

 

Tom 
Rasmussen 

 

Family 
Directors 

 

Eric 
Vonderhaar, 

Chris Barone 
 

Youth Co- 
Directors 

Jason 
O’Sullivan, 

Chris Barone 

May your Christmas and New Year bring you many blessings and happiness.  Be careful 

and stay safe! 

Vivat Jesus, 

Grand Knight Gary 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER     by Fr. John Kladar 

 

Every valley shall be filled in,  

every mountain and hill shall be made low; 

the rugged land shall be made a plain, 

the rough country, a broad valley. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together; 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

Isaiah 40:4-5 

It is a short season, but there is no questioning Advent is a special time of year. First 

of all, I am one of those oddball Midwesterners who prefer Winter to Summer. I like 

bundling up and feeling warm while eating a bowl of spicy chili when it's freezing and 

cold outside. I do not really care if it is dark out; it just lets the Christmas decorations 

shine brighter. Also Advent seems to fit the weather we are experiencing. Like the fires 

recently burning in our family rooms, Advent is light amidst the darkness, nostalgic for 

the past and excitement for what is still to come; anticipation of great Joy. 

We just read these verses on the second Sunday of Advent, which gives us the game 

plan to prepare for the Joy we are anticipating in Advent. In short, it tells us if you are 

going to build a road, you have to fill in the holes and remove the rocks and the bumps. 

There is a great Joy, a light in the darkness, but as we try to grasp the significance of 

this Joy, we need to repent. We need to let go of that which is not Christ. So, while it 

is great to get wrapped up in the nostalgia of the season, make sure you spend some 

time wrapped in blankets around the fire, asking yourself, which parts of my life do I 

need to be transformed by Christ this year. Make straight the way of the Lord, prepare 

for his arrival.  

While this time in silence is essential, the preparation isn't complete unless we are also 

watchful. Sometimes the Holy Spirit surprises us by speaking the truth of Our Lord to 

us in ways that we least expect. Many of us have seen more Advents than we care to 

admit. Still, we can never stop allowing ourselves to be surprised by letting the Holy 

Spirit teach us something new about our relationship with Christ. It's an openness to 

allowing the Lord to shape your heart, like molding clay. This message of Joy and Hope 

is often spoken to us by us living out our faith daily. It may come from a family 

member, a friend, or a stranger. Regardless, we must be watchful and listen for the 

"tiny whisper," the voice of God, exhorting us to prepare. The Holy Spirit can use any 

voice, like John the Baptist and the Prophets, to remind us that we need to prepare for 

He who is the greatest. The Lord is coming; he is soon to arrive. 

Repent, Watch, Joy Awaits. 

 

God Bless, 

Fr. John Kladar 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
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Culture of 
Life Director 

 
Fred Karl 

 

  

An updated list of still-planned council activities is included toward the end 

of this Unitas issue. 

 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Merry 
Christmas to  

you and yours. 
 

 
 

With the coronavirus pandemic having already led to so many of 2020’s planned events and celebrations 

being shelved, there’s now concern that it could also ruin Christmas, amid fresh restrictions being imposed 

on gatherings. It could potentially impact those festive family get-togethers and parties. But we of faith 
know that Christmas can never be canceled or forgotten. As Catholics, we know that this is one of the most 

important events of our liturgical year. Without the Birth of Jesus, we could not be saved.  

 

So let’s celebrate!!! Let’s have a Birthday Party for Jesus!!  
 

Because more and more people are facing hardships this year, more families in our community need 

assistance this holiday season and into 2021!  Let’s give gifts to those in need. Our Parish Giving Tree is 

accepting gift cards this year for the many needs identified by our Parish. The St. Vincent DePaul Society is 
in need of funds for the needy. Our Knights of Columbus and Ladies Auxiliary donate to worthy causes, and 

are in need to serve. You can put gift cards in envelopes marked with your chosen recipient and drop them 

in the baskets at both churches. 

 
There are many ways to celebrate the Birth of Jesus!!  Why not share your blessings with others during this 

blessed time of year.  

 

 ........................................................................................................................................................  
 

DINE-TO-DONATE 

VILLAGE TAVERN & GRILL – December 17th. 

Why not enjoy a lunch or dinner, and share the news that you are from the St. Patrick Ladies Auxiliary 
and we get 20% of the tab for our charitable efforts. 

 

Thanks for all who have participated in these monthly events. 

Your help enables us to continue our many worthwhile endeavors. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 
 

 

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  

VILLAGE TAVERN & GRILL 
Home of “World Famous” Chicken Fingers 

464 Redington Dr. ● South Elgin, 60177 
(224) 535-8440 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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November Meeting of LAX – Our November meeting was an eventful one – ½ in the Father Carse Center and ½ 

on virtual Google Meet (before the newest restrictions). Those members in attendance brought many food stuffs for 

our St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry to share for Thanksgiving. We also finished preparing 8 No-Sew Blankets for 

Corbella Clinic as we have done in past years. They will be blessed before being delivered.  The LAX donated monies 
to both St. Vincent DePaul and St. John Neumann Church for their Thanksgiving food baskets for the needy. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Fike, Ladies Auxiliary Vice-President  see our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
 
Come join us at our monthly membership meeting!  The St. Charles Council continues to hold our monthly 

membership meetings every second Monday of the month at St. Patrick Crane Rd. Church, Dempsey Hall.   Social 

distancing rules and masks are mandatory for your safety and other members’.   

 
We will continue to hold dual meeting format (in-persona and virtual) until further notice.  If you have not attended 

a meeting recently, join us on Monday December 14 at 7:00pm.  Watch for the meeting link in Flocknotes.  (Note: 

we are not including the call-in number or link here, for security reasons since this newsletter is posted to our 

website and viewable by anyone). 
 

 

ROSARY - JOIN US EVERY MONDAY AT 6:15 
 
Bill Roth will continue to lead our weekly virtual Rosary.  Consider setting aside 20 

minutes to pray with fellow Knights and LAX members.  Please join us every Monday 

at 6:15 for 20 minutes of praying the Rosary.  

Watch for the video link / call-in info in Flocknotes.  

 

 

 

 
 

NEWMAN FUND 
 

Recently, you should have received a Newman Fund pledge card from the State Council.  Our goal is $5 per 

member.  The Newman Fund provides a home for college students in Illinois on Public University campuses.  
Consider returning the pledge card with a donation.  The cards are returned direct to the State Council.  Or if you 

would prefer, bring your cash or check donation to the next Council meeting which will be forwarded to the State 

Council. 

 
 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
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VOCATION RAFFLE UPDATE 
 

Thank you to Steve Groshek for leading our Vocation fund raffle.  As of last tally, we had achieved 103% of the 

average contributed over the last 5 years.  Thank you to all who participated especially during these trying times. 

 
Due to COVID-19 concerns and new restrictions, the State has extended the raffle period.  For those of you who 

have not yet returned your tickets, there is still time.  Our Council will be accepting any late entries until 

December 20. If any tickets are received after that date, the funds will be deposited into the Council earmarked 

Vocation account.  The raffle will now take place January 16, 2021.  Get your tickets in for a chance to win one of 
16 prizes with grand prize of $10,000! 

 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
 
 

Congratulations to Monsignor Dan Deutsch, pastor of St. Patrick Parish on achieving 

the “Honorary Life” membership status in the Knights of Columbus.  Thank you 

Monsignor for your service to the Knights of Columbus and your commitment and 
support of our Council.  

 

Seen here: Monsignor Deutsch with PGK Bill Roth, at the welcome reception held last 

year. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

OUTDOOR PARISH COMMUNION SERVICE AT ST. PATRICK AND 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN 
 
In case you are wondering……a few of our Knights have been actively assisting with the Outdoor Communion 

Services; weekly Saturday at St. Pat’s, and the 2nd & 4th Sunday at St. John Neumann.  Our Pastors, Msgr. Deutsch 

and Fr. Peck have asked our Council to assist at Service.  Whether it’s directing socially distanced parking or handing 

out bulletins, our Knights have answered the call.   Thanks to the guys who have been there to answer the need - 
see photos below. 

 

But, we could use a few additional guys to help out.  It only takes an hour and it’s not difficult or strenuous work and 

it’s great to be out in the fresh air.  Can you volunteer an hour once or twice a month?  Your help would be very 
much appreciated.  If you have any questions, contact Gary at GK@kofc12497.com. 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. CHARLES COUNCIL 
 

At the November Council membership meeting, District Deputy Keith Williams presented the Council with the 

Program & Insurance Colombian and Founders Award for 2019/2020.  This award acknowledges the many activities 

and programs by our Council in the areas of Faith, Family, Community and Life.  Thank you to our Grand Knight 
Gary Stopka for his leadership and inspiration, and to all who participated to make this possible. 

 

 

 
 

 

COUNCIL KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 

Congratulations to brother Knight Stan Walczynski, our Knight of the Month.  Stan 
has been a regular attendee since the inception of the weekly St. Patrick Outdoor 

Communion Service.   He has taken the lead to ensure that the event is set up 

properly, and to provide a smooth transition for the priest and deacons and the more 

than 40 cars attending this service regularly.  Thank you Stan!  Please congratulate 
Stan and thank him for his support. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION FOR NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

 

To celebrate the Oct 31 Beatification of Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney, the Knights of Columbus is extending the free 

membership through December 31 with the promo code 

MCGIVNEY2020.  What a great opportunity to invite a 

Catholic man to join the Knights.  Is there someone out 
there that is interested in an organization whose first 

principal is Charity?  Contact our Membership Chair Marty 

Kleker at klekerm@yahoo.com or Gary Stopka at 

gjstopka@yahoo.com for more information. 
 

When applying on-line, the website to visit is 

kofc.org/joinus.  

Type in the promo code MCGIVNEY2020 (and if asked, 
include our council #12497). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

STEVE GROSHEK IS OUR NEW CHARITY AMBASSADOR  
 
The State Council has mandated that Councils appoint a Charity Ambassador and Steve Groshek has accepted the 

position.  As Charity Ambassador, Steve will be encouraging participation in the State sponsored charities and 

regularly reporting our Council’s progress towards our goal.  The State’s Charities are: Newman Apostolate; 

Intellectual Disabilities; Vocation; Right To Life and General Assistance.  The Council has activities supporting most 
of the programs and Steve will keep them front and center for Council.  Charity is our first principle.  

 

SEEKING HELP - WEBSITE ADMIN, FACEBOOK ADMIN 
 
Do you have skills / interests in maintaining websites and/or managing a Facebook page for groups?  If so, our 

council could use your help!  We are seeking someone to assist with management of our website, kofc12497.com, a 

WordPress-based website.  More details can be provided to anyone who inquires.  We need to keep our website 

current and useful - please consider serving your council with your talents in this area. 
 

Also, our council is considering creating a Facebook page, to increase outreach and visibility.  Supreme and State 

both have pages, as well as both of our parishes.  This will require at least two brother Knights to administer and 

monitor the page, if we are to proceed.  Some research has already been done and can be shared. 
 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:klekerm@yahoo.com
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http://kofc.org/joinus
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If you would like to discuss helping with either of these areas, please contact the Unitas editor at 
unitas12497@sbcglobal.net.   For all readers: check out the following Facebook page links:  Supreme, Illinois State 

Council, St. Patrick, and St. John Neumann.  

 

 

MEET MATT KLING YOUR NEW FIELD AGENT 
 

 
 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://www.facebook.com/KnightsofColumbus
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CHECK PRESENTED TO CORBELLA CLINIC 
 

The following was emailed by brother Knight Fred Karl, and included here for those who did not receive it. 

 

December 9, 2020 

Dear Friends of Knights of Columbus Golf, 

 

In the spirit of the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons, the St. 

Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497 is very grateful for the 
golfers, sponsors, donors and volunteers that we have been blessed 

with over the past 21 years.  We cannot thank our Friends of Knights 

golf enough for the loyalty throughout the years. 

St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497 Grand Knight Gary 
Stopka is shown presenting Corbella Clinic Executive Director Jeanna 

Desideri a check in the amount of $14,000.  This check for Corbella 

Clinic is from the St. Charles Council 21st Annual Chuck 

Hollenbach “Never Give Up on Life” Memorial Golf Outing hosted 
by Fellowes Brands, held on Monday August 10th at Elgin Country 

Club.   Given the COVID circumstances we have been living with since 

March, we were extremely blessed to have 112 golfers.   The weather 

started out great but the afternoon was very eventful with torrential 
rain and tornado warnings that cancelled the pool side BBQ.   Dinner 

was eventually served and we were able to run several live auctions 

thanks to the quick on his feet auctioneering skills of my brother 

knight Jim Connor. 

Over the 21 years, the St. Charles Council is proud to have donated 

$276,675 to Corbella Clinic from this golf outing.  Corbella Clinic is a 

pro-life pregnancy center and clinic located in South Elgin that we 

have been supporting with this outing for a large portion of the 21 

years.  God Bless to all! 

  

SAVE THE DATE:  22nd Annual “Never Give Up on Life” Memorial Golf Outing, Monday July 19, 2021, Elgin 

Country Club. 

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for a Blessed 2021, 

 

Fred Karl 

 
 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS 
 

Following are currently planned Council events, to assist you in scheduling time on your calendar to participate. 

 

Date Category Event 

Ongoing Community Operation Brighten Someone's Day 

December Faith  Weekly Rosary 

December Faith  (weekly Sat.) Outdoor Communion Service Assist -SPCR 

13-Dec-20 Family Drive-By-Santa 

13-Dec-20 Family Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest 

13-Dec-20 Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

14-Dec-20 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

15-Dec-20 Assembly Assembly Meeting  

12/21/2020(tent) Community Loaves & Fishes Community Dinner 

27-Dec-20 Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

24-Dec-20 Faith  SJN Christmas (eve) Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

25-Dec-20   SJN Christmas (day) Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

27-Dec-20 Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

January Faith  Weekly Rosary 

Jan(2nd/4th Sun) Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

January Faith  (weekly Sat.) Outdoor Communion Service Assist -SPCR 

4-Jan-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

11-Jan-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

1/15-17/2020 Faith  Bellarmine Retreat 

Jan/Feb(tent) Community Spelling Bee 

TBD Council Locker Cleanout 

February Faith  Weekly Rosary 

Feb(2nd/4th Sun) Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

February Faith  (weekly Sat.) Outdoor Communion Service Assist -SPCR 

1-Feb-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

8-Feb-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

26-Feb-21 Community 
Saturday Pie Sales After Masses 

27-Feb-21 Community 
Sunday Pie Sales After Masses 

March Faith  Weekly Rosary 

Mar(2nd/4th Sun) Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

March Faith  (weekly Sat.) Outdoor Communion Service Assist -SPCR 

1-Mar-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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8-Mar-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

7-Mar-21 Community 
Sunday Pie Sales After Masses 

12-Mar-21 Community 
01 - Pie Production Set Up 

13-Mar-21 Community Pies By The Guys 

 
  

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM   
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting! 

 

 
 

Shared at our November meeting, a thank you card 

for our flower vase donations 

 

 
 

Our new Field Agent Matt Kling 

Introduced at November meeting 

 
 

 

 

 
New BK Dan G. was welcomed  

at the meeting also. 
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A good-sized crew and great weather made the November roadside cleanup “a breeze”. 
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